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The EU-Albania Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee (SAPC) held its 13th 

meeting on 15 October 2018 in Brussels, under the co-chairmanship of Ms Monica Macovei 

for the European Parliament delegation and Mr Taulant Balla for the Assembly of Albania 

delegation.  
 
It exchanged views with: 
 

-  Mr David CULLEN, Acting Director for the Western Balkans at the European 

Commission’s Directorate-General for European Neighbourhood Policy and 

Enlargement Negotiations, on behalf of the European Commission, 

 

- Mr Clive RUMBOLD, Acting Head of Division 'Western Balkans' in the European 

External Action Service, on behalf of the High Representative of the Union for Foreign 

Affairs and Security Policy, 

 
- Mr Gent CAKAJ, Deputy Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs, on behalf of the 

Government of the Republic of Albania, on behalf of the Government of the Republic 

of Albania. 

 

The members of the Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee addressed the 

following subjects: 
 

 State of play of the EU-Albania relations, 

 Implementation of the judiciary reform and the rule of law; human rights; minorities; 

fight against corruption and organised crime; cultivation and trafficking of cannabis,  

 Political dialogue and electoral reform - OSCE recommendations. 



 

 

  

The Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee, in accordance with Rule 3 of its 

Rules of Procedure and Article 122 of the EU-Albania Stabilisation and Association Agreement, 

addresses the following Recommendations to the Stabilisation and Association Council and 

to the institutions of Albania and of the European Union: 

 
1. Reiterates its full support for the opening of Albania's accession negotiations to the 

European Union in June 2019; notes that Albania has continued to make steady 
progress towards meeting the political criteria and, since it was granted the candidate 
status in June 2014, it has made decisive progress in meeting the objectives related to 
the five key priorities for the opening of accession negotiations; urges Albania to 
consolidate the reforms achieved and maintain this positive reform momentum;  
 

2. Welcomes the 6 February 2018 Commission Communication on A credible 
enlargement perspective for and enhanced EU engagement with the Western Balkans 
and the 2018 Commission Report on Albania; welcomes that in the Enlargement 
Package adopted in April 2018, the Commission issued an unconditional 
recommendation to open accession negotiations with Albania in recognition of the 
country’s reform efforts;  
 

3. Takes note of the Council decision of June 2018 that responds positively to the 
progress made by Albania and sets out the path towards opening the accession 
negotiations in June 2019; welcomes that the Commission has launched the necessary 
preparatory work for the explanatory part of the screening process; underlines that 
setting a date for the opening of accession negotiations would positively contribute to 
the reinforcement of democratic processes and rule of law by providing powerful 
incentives for adopting and implementing the whole set of EU-related reforms and 
would enhance scrutiny;  

 
4. Underlines, in line with the Council Conclusions of June 2018, the need to see the 

continuation and consolidation of concrete and irreversible results in the 
implementation of justice reform, with the establishment of the independent judicial 
structures foreseen by the Constitutional reform, including the High Court of Justice, 
the Constitutional Court, and the creation of specialised bodies, namely the Special 
Anti-Corruption and Organised Crime Structure (SPAK) and National Bureau of 
Investigation (NBI), and the relevant specialised Court, as well as High Judicial Council 
(KLGJ) and High Prosecutorial Council (KLP); notes that the re-evaluation process for 
all judges and prosecutors has delivered first tangible results, however stresses also 
the need to further advance with the vetting of the judiciary, in particular by 
completing all priority dossiers; at the same time, stresses the importance of training 
for judges and public prosecutors and calls for increasing capacities and excellence of 
the School of Magistrates; recalls that further strengthening the track record of 
proactive investigations, prosecutions and final convictions in the fight against 
corruption and organised crime, including at high level, shall remain a crucial objective 
for Albania; welcomes the strategic agreements concluded between the Republic of 
Albania and Europol, respectively with Eurojust with a purpose to enhance 



 

 

cooperation on combating serious forms of international organised crime and 
terrorism; 
 

5. As regards specifically the vetting, supports the role of the International Monitoring 
Operation (IMO) to oversee such process, underlining that external monitoring does 
not diminish the ownership and responsibility of the Albanian authorities, and 
encourages Albania to continue its good cooperation with the IMO; calls on the 
Albanian executive and parliamentary authorities to ensure that adequate resources 
continue to be allocated to the vetting bodies in all phases of the process, in order to 
ensure their continued and independent functioning; periodic need-assessments and 
reviews are necessary to guarantee such consistent allocation; 

 
6. Reiterates the importance of genuine and constructive political dialogue, and 

sustainable cross-party cooperation, in particular in all areas of reforms related to the 
EU accession process; underlines, that this process should be accompanied by a 
serious commitment of all parties, government and opposition, to positively 
contribute to Albania’s progress in the EU accession; reiterates its strong belief that 
political debate should take place within the Parliament and other democratic 
institutions, in full respect of existing laws and procedures; underlines, therefore, that 
any form of boycotting and blocking of parliamentary work de facto significantly 
hinders progress towards EU accession;  
 

7. Takes note of the OSCE/ODIHR Election Observation Mission final report on the 2017 
parliamentary elections in Albania; welcomes the work already done by the ad hoc 
Parliamentary Committee on Electoral Reform and urges it to reach consensus on, and 
adoption of, the necessary reforms; insists on the need to timely implement 
OSCE/ODIHR recommendations that are still outstanding from various rounds of post-
election reports, especially those related to the independence and depolitisation of 
the election administration, transparency in campaign finance, voter registration, vote 
buying and out-of-country voting; calls on all political parties to constructively 
contribute and proceed swiftly with the reform and urges the the electoral reform to 
be implemented without delay and in due time before the 2019 local elections; 
reminds that the adoption of the reforms is vital for public trust in the electoral 
process and that free and fair elections are an essential element of Albania’s EU 
accession process; 

 
8. Calls for a stronger role of the Albanian Parliament in the EU accession process, 

including monitoring the implementation of the reforms and their compliance with EU 
standards; calls on more efficient use of the inquiry committees and better use of the 
various oversight mechanisms and institutions in order to hold the government 
accountable; underlines the importance of proper representation of the opposition in 
the parliamentary bodies and processes; welcomes the adoption of the Code of 
Conduct for MPs, which aims to enhance the integrity and transparency of the 
parliamentary process as well as to bolster public trust in the institution; underlines 
the need for an enforcement mechanism, including sanctions, to make the Code 
effective; 
 



 

 

9. Commends the improvements made in the legal and institutional framework with a 
view to preventing and eradicating corruption in public institutions; reminds that 
corruption remains a major issue of concern and that additional efforts need to be 
made to ensure tangible and sustainable results; underlines that high ranking officials 
should not benefit from different treatment compared to ordinary citizens, should 
they be charged; in this respect, recalls proper implementation of the so-called 
“decriminalisation” law; calls on the Albanian authorities to maintain a strong 
operational focus on the fight against corruption, organised crime and money 
laundering; these are all top rule of law priorities, along with the full implementation 
of the justice system reform, proven by a strong and irreversible track record; 

 
10. Takes note of the adoption of the Action Plan against cannabis cultivation and 

trafficking 2017-2020 and stresses the importance of creating the conditions for its 
effective implementation; calls on further cooperation with the EU Member States in 
the fight against cannabis cultivation and trafficking; expresses concern about drug 
trafficking and calls for effective measures against trafficking of all drugs, including 
hard drugs; invites, therefore, to further strengthen measures aiming to eradicate 
drug cultivation, production and trafficking, and particularly to identify, prosecute and 
convict through dissuasive sanctions members of the criminal networks behind the 
trafficking in narcotics and to ensure the freezing and confiscation of criminal 
proceeds; 
 

11. Welcomes the decrease in the number of unfounded asylum applications by Albanian 
citizens in the EU Member States in 2017 and calls on the Albanian authorities to 
further address the causes of the still large number of applicants; calls on the Albanian 
authorities to establish systems to assist with the effective reintegration of families 
and children upon their return to the country; welcomes the recent agreement signed 
by the EU with Albania on European Border and Coast Guard cooperation; 

 
12. Commends the steps taken by the Albanian authorities to improve the protection of 

human rights; welcomes the adoption of a framework Law on Minorities, which 
abolished the differentiation between national minorities and ethno-linguistic 
communities and introduced the principle of self-identification; calls on Albania to 
advance with the adoption of the necessary secondary legislation and to revise 
existing relevant legislation, in order to ensure the implementation in practice of the 
principles and rights enshrined in the new framework law on minorities; calls for 
further measures to improve the education, employment rates, health and living 
conditions of the Roma, Egyptian and other ethnic minorities; 
 

13. Further notes steps made by the Albanian authorities with a view to strengthening the 
institutional mechanisms to tackle gender-based and domestic violence, as well as to 
protect the rights of children and other vulnerable groups; expresses concern that 
domestic violence remains a widespread problem and calls for effective measures to 
eradicate violence against women; 
 

14. Calls on Albanian authorities to implement the Constitutional Court’s decision on the  



 

 

law on the restitution and compensation of property rights and to show an improved 
track record on these matters;  

 
15. Encourages Albania to continue on the path of reforms undertaken in the area of 

ameliorating business climate; calls on the Albanian authorities to properly assess 
public investment and strengthen PPP oversight; 
 

16. Takes note of Albania’s ranking in international press freedom indexes, cases of self-
censorship and influence of economic and political interests, as well as political 
interference in the media; is disturbed by a current case of intimidation of a journalist; 
underlines that better implementation of legislation guaranteeing freedom of 
expression is needed, including the implementation of the labour code to strengthen 
the protection of labour and social rights of Albanian journalists and show a positive 
track record on these matters; welcomes the setting-up of the Albanian Media Council 
and adoption of revised Journalistic Code of Ethics, as well as Ethical Guidelines for 
Online Journalism, and calls for reinforcement of its principles in order to maintain 
public trust, truthfulness, fairness, integrity, independence and accountability; 

 
17. Acknowledges Albania’s positive role in maintaining and deepening good neighbourly 

relations and cooperation, and encourages Albania to further enhance its role; 
reiterates that good neighbourly relations and regional stability are essential elements 
of the Stabilisation and Association and the enlargement processes; commends the 
full alignment of Albania with the EU foreign and security policy; underlines the need 
to take concrete steps towards the implementation of the roadmap of the Berlin 
Process, which will further integrate the region with Europe. 


